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Decp over Yiet Cong infested
jungle, a yellow smoke grenade
marks the landing zone as a UH-1D

helicopter hovars down on the clear-

ing. Clad in black and greea "“tiger™
suits, their faces streaked with cam-
ouflage paint, the members of a long
range reconnaissance patrol appear
from the bambou thiekets. One by
one they dash towards the waiting

“Huey” while supporting gunships

Thras members of the WACY Reconda
Schoo! in Nha Trong, get acquainied with
tha tachnigues of the “*WebGuire rig"* ex-
traction, This mechod of exfiltration is
used in exitreme emergency only. The
patrol members are often flown over miles

of ewemy territory dangling jrom the
ropes,

SP4 Donald . Creed of Willow Keoch, Ani., & grew chiel, pres
pures some 200 rounds of grenades to be loaded an o gunship. In
addition-te ardimitlimeiongiensds launcher, the “Frog-hog’ corries
36 rockets and nwo M-60 machine-gons.
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THE 281st
ASSAULT
ELICOPTER
OMPANY

Story and Photos by 5P4 A.P. Honegger

lace the surrounding jungle with

rockets and machine-gun fire. In-
liltrated five days earlier onder cover
of dusk by the same helicopter, the
reconnaissance leam was extracted
after heavy contact with the enemy.
Flying the team into hostile territery
in a ship of the 2815t Aasault Hel-
icopter Company.

The 281at was activated at 't
Benning, Ga., on October 7, 1965,
mder tha name of 2B1st Aviation

Company,

The wit arrived in Vietnam on
June 9, 1966, as part of the luth
Combat Aviation Battalion, to in-
crease | Ficld Foreé Viemam's air
mobility by performing varipus mis-
sions raaging from command and con-
trol flights to regular courier rans,
Without délay the Nha Trang based
unit set about its piven task and by
Auvgnst 1966 had Flown 1,777 sorties
totaling 1,057 hoors.

The missions flown daily in sup-
port of the 5th Special Forces Group
are charted by the Operations Sec-
tion, headed by Major Robert J.
Moberg of Centralia, Mo., and serves
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as a life line for the Special Forces
“A" camps scattersd thromghout the
I Corps Tactical Zone, air-lilting
much needed supplies and evacuat-
ing persoanel,

In its largest operation to date,
the 2815t provided aerial support for
a Special Forces detachment operat-
ing from Khe Sanh, a few miles south
of the Demilitarized Zone in support
of the 3d Marine Amphibious Force.

In addition to their combat mis~
sions, the “Intruders® furnish air-
craft in support of the Military As-
T HisAnce Comyand vV ietiam
School in Nha Trang, implementing
the tactica of reconnaissance pa-
tralling with the techoiques of
rapelling, rope ladder infiltrations
and extractions.

The company, organized into four
platoons of mare than 280 pilots and
enlisted men, is commanded by Major
James W. Mayhew, Renick, W. Va.
Two airlilt and one gun platooes are
tasked with the tactical missions
while & service platoon is responsi-

‘ble for the organizational mainte-
nance. Headed by Major Dunald R.
Ruskanif of Madison, Wisc., the main-

tenance seclion is supported by the

493d Maintenance Detachment and

the 499th Avienics Datachment,
which provide the necessary tech-
nical persomnel to keep the aircraft
in a readiness posture,

Unique in its type of mission, the
281st Assanlt Helicopter Company
takes its place among the [inest -
vigtion units in Vietnam in the midst
of a new Lype of airmobile warfare.
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SERGEANT James R. Jarrett of
Tulsa, Okle., uses a rape ludder os
ke is extracied fom the londing
zone. Wher emergencies arise and
terrain does moi permit a landing,
the puirol, wader the direction gf o
recovery sergemnt, uses 20-foor
ladders to board the craft.

A  formation of *“slick' irgop car-
riers, hover in & clearing while o
Vietnamese Rapger company jumps
from the craft o secure the loading
zone. Depending on the landing
ione, one of the cight “slicks” can
tonch down simaltaneously while
ike ‘“*Wolfpack™ gunships provide

gasesaary deforse i cose of

attack.




